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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgements 

The Examiner acknowledges the preliminary amendment filed 05/09/2005 in 
which claims 5 and 9-10 were amended. Currently claims 1 and 3-10 are pending for 
examination in this application. Additionally, the Examiner also acknowledges the and 
accepts the drawings filed 05/09/2005 and the notice of acceptance under 35 U.S.C. 
371 and 37 CFR 1 .495 filed 09/07/2005. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) that were submitted on 05/09/2005, 
and 12/11/2008 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 
examiner is considering the information disclosure statements. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds the 150 
maximum limit. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: Regarding claim 4, 
the claim limitations reference an "inner cavity" for the male connector and female 
connector without antecedent basis this limitation in the preceding claim. For the 
purposes of examination the Examiner will assume that the cavities being claimed are 
the resultant fluid communication passageways within the connectors. Appropriate 
correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gula et al. (USPN4,447,230). Gula et al. discloses an intravenous administration set 
assembly. 

Regarding claims 1 and 5-10, Gula et al. discloses a liquid transfusing assembly 
(Figure 1) comprising: a tube constituting a liquid transfusing channel (fluid channel 
from element 26-46); a connector (26) provided at one end part of said tube; and a 
connection part (opposite side of element 26) provided on the other side of said tube 
and connected to the side of a containing part containing a transfusion (connected to 
spike 12); wherein said connector includes a male connector and a female connector 
(tee spike distal/proximal ends (26)), and the axis of said male connector and the axis of 
said female connector substantially coincide with each other (along longitudinal axis of 
center of tee spikes 26); and a liquid dosing part (assembly from 12-uppertee 
connector 26) for dosing a patient with said transfusion, said liquid dosing part having a 
liquid dosing part side connector (upper tee 26) capable of being connected to one of 
said male connector and said female connector of said connector of said liquid 
transfusing tube (46-26); wherein in the condition where one of said male connector and 
said female connector of said connector of said liquid transfusing tube and said liquid 
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dosing part side connector of said liquid dosing part are connected with each other, the 
other of said male connector and said female connector of said connector of said liquid 
transfusing tube can be connected to a liquid transfusing tube other than said liquid 
transfusing tube (Figure 1 , see marked up figure below). 

Gula et al. further discloses the liquid dosing part having a bacteria-removing 
filter (32, col 3, In 55-65) provided on the downstream side relative to said liquid dosing 
part side connector; wherein said liquid dosing part has a mixing injection port (43) on 
the downstream side (defined as fluid flow from 12 to 58) of said bacteria-removing filter 
(32); and wherein said liquid dosing part side connector is branched into a plurality of 
parts (tees 26) so that a connector provided on the other end side of a tube having on 
its one end side a connection part connected to another liquid container (tee ends 28) 
other than said liquid container and said connector of said liquid transfusing tube can be 
simultaneously connected (Figure 1 , col 3, In 30-55, see marked up figure below). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gula 
et al. (USPN4,447,230) in view of Boyle et al. (USPN4,734,091 ). Gula et al. meets the 
claim limitations as described above except for the channel changeover function and 
inner cavity fluid communication. 

However, Boyle et al. teaches a filtered manifold apparatus and method of 
ophthalmic irrigation. 

Regarding claims 3-4, Boyle et al. teaches a liquid transfusing assembly (Figure 
1) with a liquid transfusing tube (60) connected to a plurality of 3-way stopcock valves 
(54) connected to a transfusion source (12) with each valve configured to change fluid 
channels via the valve stem (110) to fluidly connect the male/female ends (Figure 3, col 
4, In 10-45). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to incorporate the 3-way 
valve stems of Boyle et al. to the system of Gula et al. in order to allow for fluid control 
through the infusion tube assembly and allow for fluid channel closing when valve is not 
in use. The references are analogous in the art and with the instant invention; 
therefore, a combination is proper. Therefore, one skilled in the art would have 
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combined the teachings in the references in light of the disclosure of Boyle et al. (cols 1- 
2). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher D. Koharski whose telephone number is 
571-272-7230. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30am to 2:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Date: 2/10/2009 

/Christopher D Koharski/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3763 

/Nicholas D Lucchesi/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3763 
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